Wonders of nature in Kłodzko Land
The Kłodzko Valley and the surrounding mountains are a part of central and eastern Sudety - in the west, towards the south direction, we can see Suche Mountains, Stołowe Mountains, Orlickie Mountains and Bystrzyckie Mountains; while in the east, towards the south, Złote Mountains, Bialskie Mountains and The Śnieżnik Massif. In the north the Kłodzko Valley is closed with Bardzkie and Sowie Mountains. Due to changing turns in history this area was a place where the influences of Czech, Austrian, German and Polish culture were mixing with each other constantly. The inhabitants arrived here from various directions, therefore they are "hard-working, not soft but hard, reliable but compassionate ... good-humoured and joyous".
Fourteen towns and communes of the Kłodzko district: Bystrzyca Kłodzka, Duszniki Zdrój, Kłodzko (town and commune), Kudowa Zdrój, Lądek Zdrój, Lewin Kłodzki, Międzylesie, Nowa Ruda (town and commune), Polanica Zdrój, Radków, Stronie Śląskie and Szczytna are placed in a beautiful environment: high placed observation points, interesting groups of rocks, roaring waterfalls, romantic ruins, monumental buildings, interesting industrial objects. Each of them offers something else, attractive and mysterious.
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SZCZELINIEC WIELKI AND BŁĘDNE SKAŁY (IN THE STOŁOWE MOUNTAINS)
The Stołowe Mountains spread in the Middle Sudetes, between Kudowa Zdrój and Radków. It is the most picturesque part of the Sudetes. The Mountains are built of nearly horizontal sandstones of a different resistance to decay, and of marls. This peculiar structure contributes to its characteristic shape - plane tops with steep walls and rocks dominating over them as a result of long decay. In 1981    the Stołowe Mountains Landscape Park was created on an area of 13600 ha, to preserve the most precious complexes of rocks and plants. Places you must see are the landscape sanctuaries: Szczeliniec Wieiki and Błędne Skały. It is where the highest (919 m) peak of the mountains erects. A touristic path with steps hewn in the rock leads from Kartow at its foot up. A labyrinth of rocks and unusual shapes of single rocks, sometimes resembling animal profiles (Owl, Sitting Hen, Camel) lend charm to the landscape. A special attraction is a 100 m long and 17m deep rift between rocks called Piekietko (Small Hell), named so for darkness and eternal snow filling the fissure. Peaks and rocky slopes of Szczeliniec are covered with a spruce forest with scarce deciduous trees. Different species of moss, lichens and liverworts grow on rocks as well as the relict species of liverwort (Gymnocolea acutilobd) and the eyebright - the shining moss (Schistostega osmundacea) A part of Didactic Path of Rocky Sculptures goes through Szczeliniec Wieiki Sanctuary - there you can find information boards explaining its geological structute in detail.
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The next sanctuary is called Błędne Skały, high up to 852 m above sea level. They form an enormous labyrinth of rocks that come in fancy shapes; it reminds of a rock town with stone tables, towers, mushrooms and tunnels - some of them have their own names.
Tops of Btedne Skaty are covered with dwarfish spruce forest with verrucated birch and sorb. On rocks - rather rich flora of lichens and mosses. The plateau on the western end of Błędne Skały is one of the best view points in the Sudetes. To Radków and Kudowa Zdrój you can get by PKP train or PKS bus.
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